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India, most of the European countries and the
United States, but previous to the Russian
revolution Russia had the largest share.
Persian exports to the United States consist
largely of carpets.
History. From the most ancient times of
•which we have any record the Persians have
inhabited the southwestern part of the pla-
teau of Iran, anciently known as Persis. In
the ninth century B. C. they were first con-
quered by the Assyrians and forced to pay
tribute. In 660 b. C., when the Assyrians
were overcome by the Medes, the allegiance
of Persia was transferred to Media.
About 550 b. c. Cyrus the Great conquered
the king of Media, and Persia became the
mistress, instead of the vassal, of Media.
From this time on, the Medes and Persians
are spoken of as one people. Cyrus con-
tinued his conquests and built up an empire
which extended from the Oxus and Indus to
the Mediterranean. He was succeeded by his
son, Cambyses II (529-522 b. c.), who sub-
dued Tyre, Cyprus and Egypt. Darius I,
who ascended the throne in 521 b. C., organ-
ized the kingdom and divided it into twenty
states, each governed by a satrap, who was
appointed by the king. The capital of the
empire was fixed at Susa. The Grecian colo-
nies in Asia Minor had fallen into the hands
of Cyrus, and it was Darius's plan to sub-
jugate the mother country. To this end he
sent two great expeditions against the Greeks,
but they were both fruitless, the second end-
ing in his defeat at the famous Battle of
Marathon (490 B. a). Darius died in 486
b. c. and was succeeded by his son, Xerxes
I, who carried on his father's plans against
Greece. Assembling over a million soldiers,
he marched at their head to the Hellespont.
At the pass of Thermopylae his march was
checked by the Spartan Leonidas, with 7,000
Greeks. Leonidas and all his men fell at
the hands of the Persians, and Xerxes ad-
vanced successfully to the plains of Greece.
Nothing but defeat awaited him there, and
the battles of Salamis, Plataea and Myeale
banished all hopes of Persian supremacy in
Europe.
Persian history during the next century
is a record of internal strife. The most
noteworthy event was the attempt of Cyras
the Younger (401 b. c.) to seize the throne
of Ms brother Artaxerxes. Finally, in 330
B, C,, the empire fell before Alexander the
After Ms death, Persia passed suc-
 cessively into the hands of the Seleucidae, the
Sassanians, the Arabs and the Seljuks. The
dynasty of the Seljuks was swept away by
the Mongols under Genghis Khan, in A. D.
1223. His grandson Hulagu Khan founded
the Perso-Mongol dynasty, which, in 1380,
gave way before Timur (Tamerlane) the
Tartar. After Timur's death the Turkomans
were masters of the country for about a
hundred years.
In 1500 Ismail Baft, who pretended to be
descended from Ali, the son-in-law of Mo-
hammed, at the head of the force of Turkish
tribes overthrew the Turkomans and made
Mmself ruler of Persia, assuming the title of
shah. Shah Ismail and Ms descendants
were constantly obliged to protect Persia
from the sultan of Turkey. In 1795 Agha
Mohammed, a Turkoman, founded the pres-
ent dynasty of Persian rulers. In 1797 Agha
was succeeded by his nephew, Futteh Ali,
who, soon after his accession, became in-
volved in a war with Russia. By the Treaty
of Gulistan (1813), Persia ceded several
provinces to Russia and granted that coun-
try the right of navigation in the Caspian
Sea. In 1826 another Russian war broke
out. Persia again defeated and was com-
pelled to cede Armenia to Russia. Futteh
Ali died in 1834 and was succeeded by his
grandson Mehemet Shah, during whose reign
the country grew constantly weaker and came
more and more under Russian influence.
When, at Mehemet's death in 1848, Nasr-
ed-Din came to the throne, he found the
country in confusion; but he established
himself firmly and planned a policy of ex-
pansion. Against the Turkomans and sev-
eral neighboring tribes he was successful,
and he asserted the claims of Persia in
Afghanistan and Baluchistan. The English
government objected to this expansion of
territory and compelled him to sign an agree-
ment not to interfere in the affairs of these
countries, putting a stop to whatever
thoughts of further conquest he may have
entertained, In 1896 he was fatally shot by
a religious fanatic and was succeeded by Hs t
son, MuzafEar-ed-Din. Muzaffar-ed-Din did '
away with the office of grand vizier and, as-
suming control of his cabinet of twelve min-
isters, at once proposed energetic reforms,
some of which were carried out. The taxes
on foods were reduced, the civil service was
reformed, and revolts and conspiracies
sternly repressed,

